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For what will t profit a man i he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul”.

Asymptomatic Christian...

A word that you've probably heard more often in
recent years than in other parts of your life is the word
"asymptomatic.” It is apparently possible for someone
to have a virus but to not exhibit any symptoms, thus
no one knows that the person is actually infected.

Such a condition has made me wonder if there are
not some asymptomatic Christians today. These
might be individuals who “are” Christians because
they have obeyed the plan of salvation in the New
Testament, nevertheless there is nothing exhibited in
their lives that would indicate to others that they are
actually a Christian. Such a person may “look like"
everyone else at work or school, “act like"” everyone
else, "talk like” everyone else. If they do anything that
is “Christian,” it may be unknown to the majority of
folks and thus appear to be “asymptomatic.”

Here's a question: Could you be diagnosed, by
people who know you, as a faithful Christian? Is it
evident that Christ is in you and the Lord of your life?
Think about it.

https://www.pblcoc.org/thought-for-the-day/asymptomatic-christianity/
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e Prayers of thanksgiving for Tré C's safe return
home to his wife, Rena, and their son, Russell, and
the rest of their family.

e Prayers for Shelbie J who is doctoring for
headaches and blurry vision.

e Prayers for Wendy’s co-worker, Shelly B, whose
husband Jim passed away on the 12t after a
short, intense battle with cancer.

CONTIWUED PRAYERS FOT2:

Kevin's sister, Gigi; healing from fall

Pam G's coworker, Al; cancer

Wendy's co-workers & acquaintances dealing w/cancer
Tim E; pinched nerve

Deb H; health

Sonja M; health

Pam G's sister, Diane; health

Gary B's dad; cancer

Expectant mothers: Sierra H, Holly E, Ashley G



https://www.pblcoc.org/thought-for-the-day/asymptomatic-christianity/

& Heart of Repentence

Do you remember the first time you did something bad,
knowing what you did was wrong but doing it anyway? As a boy
(I forget exactly how old | was), my mom and | stopped at the
corner convenience store on our way home. | wanted some
Bazooka bubblegum. My mom said yes, but | could only have
one piece. | had already grabbed three pieces and, instead of
putting two back on the shelf, I quickly shoved them into my
back pocket.

The rest of that day, | was tormented by those pieces of gum.
The next day | finally confessed to my mom what | had done.
You know when you have to “come clean” about something and
you begin with, “Now please don’t be mad” - that's how | did it.
She took me back to the store and made me hand them to the
owner personally and say | was sorry for stealing them.

| remember wrestling with the feelings of guilt, remorse, and
fear. Once the situation had been dealt with and resolved, |
remember feeling great relief and a conscious awareness that |
did not want to go through all of those things again.

We all fail the test from time to time. How we process and deal
with our failures is vital to our relationship with God and others.
Psalm 6 is a poetic look at how David dealt with failure, remorse,
trials, and tribulations. Spend some time with Psalm 6 and
meditate on the poem that David wrote as he struggled to work
through some of the same thoughts and feelings as we do.

Whenever someone knows that they have done something
wrong and felt the guilt and struggled with their conscience and
decided they must make it right, it may be easy to feel like the
one to whom they are confessing is being too hard on them.
Maybe it's because they have already “beaten themselves up”
getting to the point of taking action. Like David, someone may
have spent many nights in deep sorrow - sobbing
uncontrollably or crying until they feel like there are no more
tears to cry.

That's when we need to remember that God is rich in mercy
and abundant in grace. While there may be consequences to
face and work through, he will hear us and answer our prayers.
We also need to realize that there may be relationships and
influences that need to be laid aside so we can focus on doing
things that are pleasing to God. How sad it would be to forfeit
my relationship with the Lord because | couldnt let go of
worldly and negative influences in my life.

https://www.northmaincofc.com/blog




